We present an analytical calculation of the next-to-next-to-leading order corrections to the partial decay width H → gg for a Higgs boson in the intermediate mass range. We apply an asymptotic expansion for M H ≪ 2M t and compute three terms in the expansion. The leading term confirms the results present in the literature. It is argued that our result is equivalent to an exact calculation up to M H ≈ M t . For a Higgs boson mass of 120 GeV the power-suppressed terms lead to corrections of about 9% in the next-to-next-to-leading order coefficient.
Introduction
Up to date the Standard Model (SM) Higgs boson has evaded its direct detection. Electroweak precision data collected at the CERN Large Electron-Positron Collider (LEP), at the Stanford Linear Collider (SLC) and at the Tevatron at Fermilab predict a light SM Higgs boson below approximately 200 GeV. On the other hand, the direct search at LEP2 has excluded Higgs bosons below 114 GeV which leaves a relatively narrow window for the mass. A Higgs boson in this mass range, often also referred to as intermediatemass Higgs boson, predominantly decays into bottom quarks and W bosons depending whether the latter decay is kinematically allowed. A further decay channel which is of phenomenological interest is the one into gluons. At lowest order this process is mediated by a top quark loop [1, 2] . The next-to-leading order (NLO) corrections are quite large and amount to roughly 70% [3] [4] [5] [6] [7] [8] . About ten years ago the NNLO corrections have been computed in the limit of an infinitely heavy top quark mass [9, 10] . Since the corrections amount to approximately 20% they increased the reliability of the perturbative expansion of the decay rate. This has been further substantiated by the recent evaluation of the NNNLO corrections [11] , again in the infinite top quark mass limit, which provides a contribution of about 2%.
The calculations to NNLO and NNNLO are both based on an effective theory which results from the SM after integrating out the top quark. The effective Lagrangian is constructed from operators with dimension five which is sufficient to obtain the leading term in the heavy-top expansion. The inclusion of higher-dimensional operators would lead to powersuppressed terms. However, the renormalization of the corresponding effective Lagrangian is quite tedious. In this paper we follow a different approach and consider the Higgs-boson propagator in the full SM. Its imaginary part leads -with the help of the optical theorem -directly to the decay rate. The disadvantage of this method is that at NNLO fiveloop corrections to the Higgs two-point function have to be considered since the LO result already requires a three-loop diagram where the coupling of the Higgs boson to the gluons is mediated by two top quark triangles. They are connected by two gluon lines. The advantage of our method relies on the straightforward automatization using state-of-the-art techniques and program packages as we will show in Section 2.
An important feature of the Higgs boson decay into gluons is its affinity to the production mechanism in the gluon fusion channel. For the latter the NNLO corrections are again only known within the framework of the effective theory [12] [13] [14] . The calculation performed in the present paper gives a first hint about the potential size of the terms which are suppressed by the top quark mass.
Let us finally mention that the corresponding NNLO corrections to the decay of the Higgs boson into two photons have been obtained in Ref. [15] . Note that in this case a simple expansion of the Higgs-photon-photon vertex diagrams is sufficient to obtain powersuppressed terms the heavy M t -limit. Thus only three-instead of five-loop diagrams have to be considered. The paper is organized as follows: In Section 2 we present some details of our calculation and Section 3 contains our analytical results and the discussion about the numerical implications. We conclude the paper with Section 4.
The calculation
As already mentioned in the Introduction, for the computation of the decay rate Γ(H → gg) we consider the Higgs boson self energy, Π H (q 2 ), and apply the optical theorem which in our case reads
Since we do not consider the (exclusive) decay into light quarks only those diagrams contribute to Π H where the Higgs boson couples to the top quark. Thus the LO result is obtained from the three-loop diagram shown in Fig. 1 (a) (and the one with crossed gluons). The NLO and NNLO results are obtained by dressing this diagram with additional gluons and (light and heavy) quark loops. Sample diagrams can be found in Fig. 1(b) -(e). It is clear that beyond LO next to gluons also light quarks can be produced. In particular, at NNLO also a final state′q′ with light quark flavours q and q ′ is possible.
Our approach for the computation of Γ(H → gg) requires the evaluation of five-loop diagrams in order to obtain the NNLO corrections. With the currently available techniques their exact evaluation is out of reach. However, for a Higgs boson in the intermediate mass range it is promising to consider an expansion for M 2 H ≪ M 2 t which shows a rapid convergence at LO and NLO as we demonstrate in Section 3. In this limit we can apply the so-called hard-mass procedure (see, e.g., Ref. [16] ) to the propagator diagrams which then factorize into products of one-, two-and three-loop integrals. is shown in Fig. 2 where -according to the rules of the hard-mass procedure -five subdiagrams are identified. They have to be expanded in the small quantities and then to be inserted in the co-subgraph which (in this example) only consists of gluons. In Fig. 2 they are sandwiched between the symbols "⋆". The hard-mass procedure has been automated in the program exp [17, 18] which we use for our calculation.
At LO we have two contributing Feynman diagrams, at NLO there are already 71 and at NNLO 2649. All Feynman diagrams are generated with QGRAF [19] and the various topologies are identified with the help of q2e [17, 18] . Afterwards exp [17, 18] applies the hard-mass expansion and produces output which can be read by the FORM [20] packages MATAD [21] and MINCER [22] . MATAD can compute vacuum integrals up to three-loop order where in our case the mass scale is given by the top quark. On the other hand, MINCER can handle massless propagator-type diagrams where for our application the external momentum is given by the Higgs boson mass.
According to the optical theorem we have to compute the imaginary part of Π H which requires the evaluation of the pole part of the three-, four-and five-loop diagrams. Since MATAD and MINCER are constructed such that at most the finite parts of three-loop diagrams can be computed slight modifications are necessary which allow the correct evaluation of the 1/ǫ pole part of the five-loop diagrams.
For some of the diagrams it turned out to be crucial to use the parallel versions of FORM -ParFORM [23] and TFORM [24] -in order to obtain results in a moderate amount of time. With our setup, which is not tuned for a parallel computation, we obtain speedup factors between four and five using eight processors.
3 Results and discussion
LO and NLO result
The method described in the previous Section can be tested at LO and NLO where the exact results are known. Let us for this purpose introduce the notation
where M t is the on-shell quark mass. In the second line of Eq. (3) we have performed an expansion up to order τ 5 which we could confirm by applying the hard-mass procedure to the three-loop diagrams (cf . Fig 1(a) ). The ellipses indicate higher order terms in τ .
The exact NLO result is only known in numerical form [4] [5] [6] [7] [8] . Thus we concentrate on the expansion for M H ≪ 2M t . The first three terms have been computed in Ref. [25] which we could confirm. Furthermore, we have added two more terms and arrive at
where
with be assumed that in the phenomenologically relevant region for M H the results including the first three expansion terms in τ represent an excellent approximation for all practical purposes. Let us also mention that for M H = 120 GeV (corresponding to τ ≈ 0.1) the leading term in the 1/M t expansion approximates the exact result with an accuracy of about 5% -both for the on-shell and MS top quark mass. These considerations provide a strong motivation to compute the first three expansion terms at NNLO.
Very often, in particular in the context of the Higgs boson production in the gluon fusion process, the complete LO result is factored out when considering the perturbative expansion. In this case we define
The coefficients δΓ are shown as a function ofτ and τ , respectively, where successively higher orders are included. One observes a dramatic improvement in the convergence of the 1/M t expansion for τ ∼ < 0.3 where already the leading M t -term is practically indistinguishable from the exact result.
H → gg to NNLO
Applying the methods described in Section 2 to the five-loop diagrams shown in Fig. 1 leads to the NNLO corrections to the decay rate Γ(H → gg). We were able to compute three expansion terms in τ which can be cast in the form
with
where the MS top quark mass has been used. Transforming the result to the on-shell scheme and evaluating it in numerical form leads to 
. We want to mention that the result for h nnlo 0
has already been obtained in Ref. [9, 10] , the remaining terms are new.
Let us for completeness mention that the leading term of the large top quark mass expansion is also known at NNNLO [11] . It is given by
In Fig. 6 we show the results of Eqs. (8) and (10) . For small values of τ one observes a logarithmic divergence which even occurs for µ = M H . In the phenomenologically relevant Similarly to the NLO result one observes a reduction of the size of the mass corrections. This is particularly pronounced in the case of the MS scheme where the curves involving terms up to orderτ 1 andτ 2 lie on top of each other and coincide with the leading term up toτ ≈ 0.4 (M H ≈ 220 GeV). These considerations provide a strong motivation to consider the total decay rate where the complete LO result is extracted. Furthermore, due to the similarity to the production of Higgs bosons in the gluon fusion channel it can be expected that there the mass corrections are also at the few percent level -below the current uncertainties from the parton distribution functions [12] [13] [14] 27] .
Let us finally mention that the numerical effect of the power-suppressed terms computed in this paper are comparable to the leading M t -term at NNNLO (cf. Eq. (11)).
At this point it is interesting to consider the dependence of Γ(H → gg) on the renormalization scale µ. In Fig. 8 the LO (dashed), NLO (dash-dotted), NNLO (solid) and NNNLO (dotted) result is shown for µ between 10 GeV and 1 TeV where for the LO curve the exact result has been used. The NLO and NNLO curve include terms of order τ 5 and τ 2 , respectively. As input for our numerical studies we use α s (M Z ) = 0.118, M Z = 91.1876 GeV It is interesting to note that around µ = 40 GeV the NNLO curve shows a local maximum where the decay rate is independent of µ. For µ = 50 GeV the NNLO corrections vanish (crossing between dash-dotted and solid line) which hints for a good convergence of perturbation theory. This is further supported by the smallness of the NNNLO corrections (dotted) which show a very flat µ-dependence over the whole range considered in Fig. 8 .
Conclusions
In this paper the NNLO corrections to the gluonic decay width of the Higgs boson in the intermediate mass range is considered. With the help of an automated asymptotic expansion three terms in the large-M t -limit have been obtained. It is demonstrated that our result is equivalent to an exact calculation at least up to M H = M t . For M H = 120 GeV the NNLO term which changes by about 9% due to the new corrections induces a 1% correction to the total gluonic decay rate. The situation is different if the complete top quark mass dependence of the leading order result is factored out. In this case the power-suppressed corrections become smaller. This is in particular true for top quark masses in the MS scheme where for Higgs boson masses up to 220 GeV the full result is given by the leading term in the large M t -expansion. This observation has possible implications for the Higgs boson production via gluon fusion where only the leading order term in M H /M t is available. In case the expansion for M H ≪ M t shows a similar behaviour the uncertainty induced by the unknown power-suppressed terms is negligible. . The LO, NLO and NNLO results are shown as dashed, dash-dotted and solid lines. The dotted curve also includes the leading top quark mass dependent term at NNNLO [11] .
